Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Mar. 10

NoTEe: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 4:15 p.m. on March 5 in the Oval
Office at the White House for later broadcast.
These remarks were also made available on the
White House Press Radio Actuality Line.

Statement on the Kennedy-Murray
Amendment to Proposed Education
Flexibility Partnership Legislation

March 10, 1999

I am pleased that the Senate leadership
has finally agreed to allow an up-or-down
vote on an amendment to hire 100,000 teach-
ers to reduce class size in the early grades.
Last year, with bipartisan support, Congress
enacted a downpayment on this class size ini-
tiative, and school districts across the country
will soon receive funds to begin hiring teach-
ers. It is now time for Congress to finish the
job by making a long-term commitment to
class size reduction. | call on every Senator
to vote for the Murray-Kennedy amendment
to bring every class in the early grades down
to a national average of 18.

I will vigorously oppose any Republican
amendments to undermine the bipartisan
agreement we reached last year on class size
by diverting those funds to other uses, in-
cluding special education. While we should
increase funding for special education—as
we have done in past years and as my budget
recommends continuing to do in the fu-
ture—we should not take this money from
the recently enacted class size initiative. We
should not pit our children against one an-
other or change the rules now on our critical
efforts to reduce class size. Smaller classes
will help all students do better and will re-
duce the need for special education services
by helping teachers identify and assist as
early as possible children who have learning
problems. | call on every Member of Con-
gress to reject these efforts to tear down what
we accomplished last year, and call on them
instead to build on that significant bipartisan
achievement.
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Notice—Continuation of Iran
Emergency

March 10, 1999

On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order
12957, 1 declared a national emergency with
respect to Iran pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706) to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States constituted by the ac-
tions and policies of the Government of Iran,
including its support for international ter-
rorism, efforts to undermine the Middle East
peace process, and acquisition of weapons of
mass destruction and the means to deliver
them. On May 6, 1995, | issued Executive
Order 12959 imposing more comprehensive
sanctions to further respond to this threat,
and on August 19, 1997, | issued Executive
Order 13059 consolidating and clarifying
these previous orders. The last notice of con-
tinuation was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on March 6, 1998.

Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Iran continue to threaten the
national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States, the national emer-
gency declared on March 15, 1995, must con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 1999.
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency with respect to lIran. Because the
emergency declared by Executive Order
12957 constitutes an emergency separate
from that declared on November 14, 1979,
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is
distinct from the emergency renewal of No-
vember 1998. This notice shall be published
in the Federal Register and transmitted to
the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 10, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45a.m., March 11, 1999]
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NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 12.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran

March 10, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a natice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to Iran on March 15, 1995, pursuant
to the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 1999, to
the Federal Register for publication. This
emergency is separate from that declared on
November 14, 1979, in connection with the
Iranian hostage crisis and therefore requires
separate renewal of emergency authorities.
The last notice of continuation was published
in the Federal Register on March 6, 1998.

The factors that led me to declare a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran on
March 15, 1995, have not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran, including support for international ter-
rorism, its efforts to undermine the Middle
East peace process, and its acquisition of
weapons of mass destruction and the means
to deliver them, continue to threaten the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Accordingly, | have de-
termined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad programs | have authorized
pursuant to the March 15, 1995, declaration
of emergency.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 10, 1999.

NoTte: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Opening Remarks at the Central
America Summit in Antigua,
Guatemala

March 11, 1999

President Arzu, President Aleman, Presi-
dent Flores, President Calderon Sol, Presi-
dent Rodriguez, President Fernandez, Prime
Minister Musa. First, President Arzu, let me
thank you, your government, and the people
of Guatemala and especially the people of
Antigua for the wonderful welcome and hos-
pitality I have received here.

When Hillary came back from her trip to
Central America last November, she told me
about the devastation she had seen in four
nations, but she also said, “At the end of the
trip, you have to go to Antigua.”

You know, this is the first time the Presi-
dent of the United States has been anywhere
in Guatemala outside of the airport in Guate-
mala City. President Johnson visited there 30
years ago. This visit is long overdue. More
importantly, this moment in history is long
overdue.

I came to the Presidency in 1993 deter-
mined to establish a new partnership with
the peoples of Latin America and especially
to reach out to our neighbors in Central
America. At long last, Guatemala and all its
neighbors have a chance to prosper in free-
dom and peace, in a hemisphere united by
shared values.

We have come together in this old capital
to find new solutions. The damage the hurri-
canes left, some of which I have seen, of
course, has increased the urgency of our de-
liberations and our action. We are deter-
mined to respond to this calamity so that
what was destroyed will be built back better
than ever. We commit today to build a com-
mon future here in Antigua, a city that knows
a great deal about rebuilding.

Our challenge is to consolidate the re-
markable achievements of Central America
in the last decade, to build on them, and to
accelerate them. | am committed to lowering
trade barriers between us, both to speed re-
covery and to build a free-trade area in this



